
Sunday May 20, 2018
Pentecost

The Creed: What Christians Believe
“The Holy Spirit”



THE RHYTHM OF OUR WORSHIP
On the road to Emmaus, when Jesus’ disciples found themselves troubled and confused, 
Jesus met them along the way. When they confessed their troubles and doubts to him, his 
words and presence began to change them. He unfolded God’s word to them, pointing to his 
own person and work. He dined with them, giving thanks and breaking bread. The disciples 
recognized their Lord’s presence with them and hurried to tell others the good news.

In the Emmaus story we recognize the pattern of historic Christian worship as it began 
to take shape. Our worship liturgy at City Church moves through a specific rhythm: God 
Summons us as his people, God Sanctifies us to himself, God Speaks to us in his word, God 
Strengthens us at his table, and God Sends us into the world.

The emphasis throughout our worship is upon God’s action and our appropriate response. In 
worship we rehearse the gospel message of Jesus’ death and resurrection and are caught up 
into the mission of the Triune God. The flow of our liturgy aims at drawing us further into 
the life of the Trinity and then impelling us outward into our world. 
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PREPARATION
Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

All  He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!

Grace, mercy, and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

All  And also with you.

Let us bless the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
All  Let us praise and bless God for ever.
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OPENING SONG
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THE OPENING OF WORSHIP

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING

O Lord, how manifold are your works!  
All  In wisdom you have made them all. 

The earth is full of your creatures,  
living things both small and great. 
All of these creatures look to you,
and you give them their food in due season. 
When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to dust. 
When you send forth your Spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the ground. 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
Let us praise the Lord!
          from Psalm 104

Doxology

©1998 Jonathan Gilley 
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PENTECOST RESPONSORY
  As we wait in silence,
All  fill us with your Spirit. 

As we listen to your word,
fill us with your Spirit.
As we worship you in majesty,
fill us with your Spirit.
As we long for your refreshing,
fill us with your Spirit.
As we long for your renewing,
fill us with your Spirit.
As we long for your equipping,
fill us with your Spirit.
As we long for your empowering,
fill us with your Spirit.

PRAYER OF RENEWAL
Blessed are you, sovereign God and eternal Father.
Daily your Spirit renews the face of the earth,
bringing strength out of weakness,
hope out of despair and life out of death.
By the power of your Spirit,
bless us with your acceptance and adoption,
your equipping and empowering.
Form in us the likeness of Christ,
that we may be witnesses of your astonishing love,
and fill us afresh with life in all its fullness.
Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

All  Blessed be God for ever.
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SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING

Come, Oh Spirit

© 2008 New Jerusalem Music

Isaac Wardell
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Holy Ground

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.

All And also with you. Alleluia! 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Children in kindergarten and younger are invited to go to their classes at this time. 
Children in 1st and 2nd grades are invited to Children’s Church and will return 
during the Offering.

Evan Mazunik

©2010 Evan Mazunik
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THE WORD OF GOD

New Testament reading: Acts 2:1-21
1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 
4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 
in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about 
God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as 
you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour 
out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs 
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the 
moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 
comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been 
with me from the beginning... 4But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes 
you may remember that I told you about them. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, 
because I was with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where 
are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.
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OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry of City Church. Online giving is 
available at citychurchphilly.com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping with 
us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

SERMON
“The Holy Spirit” – Rev. Chris Currie

7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will 
prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do 
not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no 
longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 12“I still have many 
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what 
is mine and declare it to you.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.
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THE NICENE CREED
All  We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

 Generous God, we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit.
 We ask that we may walk according to his ways.
 Lord, come to bless us
All and fill us with your Spirit.

 We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit.
 We ask you to make us wise to understand your will.
 Lord, come to bless us
All and fill us with your Spirit.

 We thank you for the life and peace of your Holy Spirit.
 We ask you to set our minds upon him wherever you send us.
 Lord, come to bless us
All and fill us with your Spirit.

 We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness
where there is division, sickness, and sorrow.
Lord, come to bless us

All and fill us with your Spirit.

 We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit.
 We ask you for the grace to show your generosity to others.
 Lord, come to bless us
All and fill us with your Spirit.

 We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit.
 We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus.
 Lord, come to bless us
All and fill us with your Spirit.

 We thank you for your Holy Spirit, given us by the risen Lord.
 We ask you to keep the whole church in his freedom and life.
 Lord, come to bless us
All and fill us with your Spirit.
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Being made one by the power of the Spirit,
let us pray with confidence as our Savior has taught us:

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.

COMMUNION
Communion, also called the Lord’s Supper, is the family meal of Christians. We invite
all baptized followers of Jesus Christ to participate. If you are not a follower of Jesus
or are not prepared to share in the meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer
(“Prayers for Reflection” are included on page 15). We hope this time is helpful to you
as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church.

 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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Sanctus

©2011 Bethany R Brooks
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
And now we give you thanks and praise
and celebrate this joyous day,
because in fulfillment of your promise
you pour out your Spirit upon us,
filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth,
and uniting peoples of many tongues and nations into one faith.
Your Spirit gives us grace to call you Father,
to proclaim your gospel to all nations,
and to serve you as a royal priesthood.
Therefore we join our voices with angels and archangels,
and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells,
forever praising you and singing:
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The minister speaks the Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

                Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died: 
     Christ is risen: 
     Christ will come again.

     Alleluia!  Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.  
All    Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also avail-
able if preferred. Please discard your Communion cup as you leave worship.

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. 

All     Amen.
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PRAYERS FOR REFLECTION

Prayer for those searching
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and lead me to the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is 
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you promise.

Prayer of belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weak and sinful, but through you, I am loved and accepted. I thank 
you for taking my place in death in order to offer me forgiveness and renewal. Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord.

Prayer for those struggling with sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from every 
false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that 
clings so closely, and faithfully follow you in life.
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COMMUNION SONG

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All Faithful God,

you fulfilled the promises of Easter
by sending us the gift of your Holy Spirit
and opening to every race and nation
the way of life eternal:
United now in this breaking of bread,
open our lips by your Spirit,
that every tongue may celebrate your glory!
Amen.

The Spirit of the Lord Bruce Benedict, Naaman Wood

©2012 Cardiphonia Music
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BENEDICTION
The Lord is here. 

All His Spirit is with us.

May the Spirit,
who hovered over the waters when the world began,
and who set the church afire upon the Day of Pentecost,
bring the world alive with the love of Christ,
who died, but now lives and reigns forever;
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always.

All Amen. 

DISMISSAL
 Filled with the Spirit’s power, go forth in the light and peace of Christ.  
 Alleluia, alleluia! 

All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

BLESSING AND SENDING
Come, Holy Spirit, Come

© Public Domain

Benjamin Beddome, E.J. King
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

(Brief) Congregational Meeting Today
Heads up City Church members. Please stick around directly after the service to vote and elect nomi-
nees to the office of Elder and Deacon. 

Serve Dinner this Summer @ UCHC
As the university students begin to wrap up their studies, University City Hospitality Coalition 
(UCHC) has asked City Church to organize volunteers for the Friday night meals from May-August. 
Volunteers help with serving the meal and cleaning up. The Friday meals are served at Woodland 
Presbyterian Church (42nd and Pine) between 5:45-7:00. If you are interested, look for the signup link 
in our weekly newsletter or email Julia Snyder - julia.a.snyder@gmail.com

Fairmount Memorial Day Getaway & Pig Roast
Fairmount Fam, we are headed back to the Cottrell’s for another Memorial Day gathering. Think great 
food, great people, and lots space for kids to run around. If you did not receive an invite and would like 
to attend, please email Chris Currie - chris@citychurchphilly.com
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West Philly

Stacy Bartholomew: liturgist
Jonathan Davis: celebrant

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Mark Allen: saxophone
Christopher McDonald: keyboards
Matt Scarano: drums

Fairmount

Katie Davis: liturgist
Jonathan Davis: celebrant

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Mark Allen: saxophone
Christopher McDonald: keyboards
Matt Scarano: drums

City Church CCLI License #2772464. Scriptures quoted from the NRSV bible © 1989 NCCCUSA.

Service
Serve your city with your church through our ongoing partnership with UCHC, Redemption Hous-
ing, Tutoring at Lea Elementary, and YoungLives. For more information and opportunities, visit   
citychurchphilly.com/serve-city.

Community Groups
Community Groups meet weekly for spiritual formation and friendship in homes throughout Phila-
delphia. These smaller groups exist to cultivate our life together as a community of faith where we 
know one another personally and are known by others. For group descriptions and when/where they 
happen, visit citychurchphilly.com/community-groups.

Online Giving 
City Church can securely process gifts and tithes through e-check, credit card, and transfer of securi-
ties. Follow the “Online Giving” link at citychurchphilly.com/give.

City Church Philly News by Email 
Sign up for weekly emails at www.citychurchphilly.com/e-news.



Contact Information and Prayer Requests
If you are new to City Church, please use this page to let us know  
you were here. You may also use this page to inform us of any changes 
in your contact information, or to submit prayer requests for the staff 
to pray over.

¨ Interested in a Community Group

I am: 
¨ New to City Church 
¨ ��Interested in  

Neighborhood Service 
¨ ��Interested in our  

E-Newsletter

Interested in helping with:

¨ Children’s ministry

¨ Youth ministry

¨ Hospitality and logistics

Name(s):

Children & their ages:

Address:

Phone Number(s):

Email(s):

Prayer requests:

Please tear this section from the program and place in the offering basket

/city.church.philadelphia

@citychurchphl

citychurchphilly.com

Staff

Tuck Bartholomew
senior pastor
tuck@citychurchphilly.com
215.779.4242

Bethany Brooks
worship director
bethany@citychurchphilly.com
215.280.6713

Dan Cason
sunday volunteers
dan@citychurchphilly.com
803.543.8905

Chris Currie
site pastor, fairmount 
chris@citychurchphilly.com
215.317.4571

Jonathan Davis
assistant pastor, admin
jonathan@citychurchphilly.com
678.458.7614

Ginger Hayes
children’s ministry 
ginger@citychurchphilly.com
917.583.2316

Jonathan P. Davis
youth ministry
jpdavis@citychurchphilly.com
804.263.8899 


