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PreParation

oPening Carol (Please remain seated until verse 4)
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Psalm 24, Weissel, Winkworth, Psalmodia Evangelica
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oPening Prayer

First lesson (Swabian German)

Concluding with the Lord’s Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19
God tells Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his offspring will strike the serpent’s 
head. 
8They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden. 
9But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10He said, “I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 
11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from 
the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 
14The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals 
and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of 
your life. 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel…” 
17And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of 
the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of 
you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for 
you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until 
you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
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Carol (Please stand)

Savior of the Nations, Come St. Ambrose, Calvisius, Luther, Seerveld

CCLI #1335649 ©1984 Calvin Seerveld
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seCond lesson (Spanish)
Genesis 22:15-18
God promises to bless the earth through Abraham’s offspring. 

15The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and said, “By myself I 
have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their 
enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, 
because you have obeyed my voice.”
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Carol (Please stand)

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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third lesson (Bassa-Nge)

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The Prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.

2The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined. 

6For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.

He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
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Carol (Please stand)

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
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Fourth lesson (Korean)
Isaiah 11:1-9
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

1A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear; 

4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

6The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them. 

7The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

9They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
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Choir (Please remain seated)

Salvation Is Created - Pavel Chesnokov

Salvation is created in the midst of us.
Alleluia.

FiFth lesson (Finnish)

Luke 1:26-35, 38
The Angel Gabriel greets Mary. 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 

35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God…

38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 
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Carol (Please stand)

My Savior’s Love Endures

© 2009 Jennie Lee Riddle, JJ Heller and Dave Heller, CCLI # 5359590 

Jennie Lee Riddle, JJ and Dave Heller
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sixth lesson (Hungarian)

Luke 2:1-7
Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to 
their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
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Carol (Please stand)

All My Heart This Night Rejoices
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seventh lesson (Russian)

Luke 2:8-16
The Shepherds go to the Manger.

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
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Carol (Please stand)

O Come, All Ye Faithful
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eighth lesson (Urdu)
Matthew 2:1-12
The Wise Men seek Jesus. 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 

3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

6And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.” 

7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 

9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
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solo (Please remain seated)

Ain’t That A-Rocking - traditional spiritual, Odetta

Mary had a little baby, born in Bethlehem, 
every time her little baby cried, 
she’d rock him in a weary land.

Ain’t that rocking all night, ain’t that a-rocking all night,
ain’t that a-rocking all night, all night long. 

Wise men came from the east, guided by the star, 
with gold and myrrh and frankincense, 
how she rocked him in a weary land. 

Herod heard of the news, the baby he did seek, 
Lord told Mary just to rock him in a weary land. 
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ninth lesson (English)

John 1:1-14
John unfolds the mystery of the incarnation.

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 
in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. 

5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, 
and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth.  
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MusiCal resPonse (Please remain seated)

reFleCtion
The Rev. Tuck Bartholomew

the night of darkness ending - Joshua Stamper

Break forth, O beauteous heav’nly light,
and usher in the morning;
O shepherds, shrink not with affright,
but hear the angel’s warning.
This Child, now weak in infancy,
our confidence and joy shall be;
the pow’r of Satan breaking,
our peace eternal making.

Break forth, O beauteous heav’nly light,
to herald our salvation;
he stoops to earth--the God of might,
our hope and expectation.
He comes in human flesh to dwell,
our God with us, Immanuel;
the night of darkness ending,
our fallen race befriending.

-Johann von Rist, John Troutbeck
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sending Carol (Please stand)

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing Charles Wesley, Felix Mendelssohn
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BenediCtion

disMissal

May the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds,
the perseverance of the wise men,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ child
be yours this Christmas;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
All Thanks be to God. 
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MusiCians
Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Mark Allen: woodwinds
Paul Arbogast: trombone
Jordan McCree: drums
Christopher McDonald: keyboards
Jaron Olevsky: bass
Larry Toft: trombone

guest voCalists
Ruth Abaya, Rachel Allison,  
Rachel Blomberg, Janelle Brinley, 
Melissa Choi, Charlotte Hayes,  
Isabelle Trieu, and choirs of the 
UCity and Fairmount congregations

uPCoMing events
Women’s Christmas Tea
Saturday, December 16, 3pm at Renewal Presbyterian Church. Join us in celebration of the 
Christmas season: we will consider how Jesus came as a stranger among us at Christmas, and 
how he changes our lives and our attitudes toward those who are the “strangers among us.” 
Friends and neighbors are welcome!  
Register at www.citychurchphilly.com/calendar/womens-christmas-tea-2017

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Sunday, December 24, 4:30pm at Olivet-Covenant Presbyterian Church. All are welcome to join 
us for this family-friendly service. We will celebrate the birth of Christ with song, scripture read-
ings, and candle-lighting.

City Church CCLI License #2772464. Scriptures quoted from the NRSV bible © 1989 NCCCUSA.

Arrangements by  Bethany Brooks, Christopher McDonald, Jaron Olevsky, and  
Joshua Stamper

Installation and lighting by Lisa Chin Abaya and Janelle Brinley.



Contact Information and Prayer Requests
If you are new to City Church, please use this page to let us know  
you were here. You may also use this page to inform us of any changes 
in your contact information, or to submit prayer requests for the staff 
to pray over.

¨ Interested in a Community Group

I am a: 
¨ New to City Church 
¨ ��Interested in  

Neighborhood Service 
¨ ��Interested in our  

E-Newsletter

Interested in helping with:

¨ Children’s ministry

¨ Youth ministry

¨ Hospitality and logistics

Name(s):

Children & their ages:

Address:

Phone Number(s):

Email(s):

Prayer requests:

Please tear this section from the program and place in the offering basket

/city.church.philadelphia

@citychurchphl

citychurchphilly.com

Staff

Tuck Bartholomew
senior pastor
tuck@citychurchphilly.com
215.779.4242

Bethany Brooks
worship director
bethany@citychurchphilly.com
215.280.6713

Dan Cason
sunday volunteers
dan@citychurchphilly.com
803.543.8905

Chris Currie
site pastor, fairmount 
chris@citychurchphilly.com
215.317.4571

Jonathan Davis
pastoral intern, admin
jonathan@citychurchphilly.com
678.458.7614

Ginger Hayes
children’s ministry 
ginger@citychurchphilly.com
917.583.2316

Jonathan P. Davis
youth ministry
jpdavis@citychurchphilly.com
804.263.8899 


